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tin, copper, and other things. The hou.
member would find minerals all over it,
I have heen over a large extent of it.
When travelling about one eannot sbhut
his eyes to the deposits of wineral wealth
which exist in the North-West district.
There is not the slightest doubt that
goldfields have been a great attraction
here, and it is to the interests of all of us
to keep them poing; but at the same
time, if we have other goldfields, let usdo
all we can to develop them, because the
more goldfields we have, the greater and
quicker will be the increase of pros?)erlty,
population, and wealth, which we all

for. T apologise to the House for the
time I have taken on my first appearance
here. I thank members for the kind
way they received me when I got up, and
I hope we shall all be able to work
together for the good of this State.
Whatever may crop up, all we are working
for i3 the general advancement of Western
Australia and of the people who come to
this growing State. (General applause.)
I may congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on
vour restoration to health, and I, like the
mover of the Address-in-Reply, hope we
shall longlive to see you still presiding over
this House. ({General applause.) The
Speaker has done lengthy and good ser-
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Trr PRESLDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CoromiaL SecrETARY : Regula.
tions under the Industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration Aect, 1902,

Ordered, to lie on the table.

FEDERAL SENATE VACANCY.
STANDING ORDERS.
Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY

" (Houn. W. Kingsmill) moved :—

That the following Joint Standing Rules

" and Orders relating to the clection of a

Senntor to the Federal Parlisment be adopted,

© and that an address be presented to His

Excellency the Governor praying that he will
be pleased to approve of the same. [Six
Standing Orders, as printed in Votes and

. Proceedings. ]
. He said: In moving the motion T feel

vice for this Slate as long as I can -

remember. I remember his coming to
the State first, and almost ever since he
has been in the State he has taken a
leading part in its polities. T also trust
that the Government will be returned to
power at the general election stronger

than ever, because in wmy opinion the .

stronger w Govermment is the more and
the better is the work it can do. With-
out taking up the time of the House any

more, I beg to second the Address-in- ¢

reply, and to thamk members for the
hearing they have given me. (General
applause,)

On motion by Mr, Pigorr, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tee PREMIER moved that the
House at its rising do adjourn until the
next Wednesday afternoon, at half-past
4 o'clock.

Question put and passed.

that uot many words are needed. The
object is to provide Rules and Standing
Orders for the election of a member to
fill & vacancy iu the Federal Parliament
caused by the resignation of Senator
Ewing. TheStanding Orders now before
the House comply with the requirements
of the section of the Commonwealth
Congtitution Act which provides for the
election of a member to fill any vacancy;
in the first place, if the House is sitting,
by directly exercising the powers of the
Honse regarding the election of such a
member; and i the second place, it is
provided that if the House is not in
session at the time of such resignation,
the Government shall in the first instance
appoint the member, and that within
14 days of the meeting of Parlimment
the queshon shall Dbe referred to a
joint sitting of both Houses. The
proposed Sl;a.ndmu Ovders have, I
understand, been “framed as and are
practically a replica of the Standing

On motion by the PremiEr, the House | Orders introduced into the Victorian

adjourned accordingly.

}

recent océurrence
of a Vietorian

Parliament on the
of the resignation
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Senator.
brought inio form by the President of
the Legislative Council, by the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly, and by the
Premier. I think, therefore, that hon.

members peed have no hesitation in’

adopting them. One point I desire to
emphasige is that these Standing Orders
provide that the gentleman, whoever he
may be, elected to the vacant senator-
ship shall be aceeptable to both Houses,
since the Standing Orders demand that
he shall be elected by an absolute majority
of both Houses at a joint sitting. T beg
to move the motion.

Question put and passed.

Resolved, that the President do present
the new SBtanding Orders to the Governor,
for approval.

Ordered, that a message be transmitted
to the Assembly, acquaiuting them with
the action taken by the Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SECOND DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.

How. WESLEY MALEY (South-
East) :
seconder of the Address in expressing
gratification at the fact that His Excel-
lency the Governor is pleased with the
reception aceorded him by the people of
the State. I desire, further, to express
my personal pleasure at the Colonial
Becretary’s appointment to the leadership
of this House
Speech laid befors hon. members I
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They have been scanned and 1 which Parlisment has not. directed them

to do and which in the ioterests of the
State ought not to have been done. I
trust that the statements I shall make
will be carefully examined by hon.
members, especially as my remarks
follow in the wake of certain transactions
which the present Government had with
the Occidental Syndicate. I have already
voiced my opinion on those transactions,
and there is no need for me to refer to
them again. I shall condense my remarks
as much as cireumstances will allow, more
particularly becavse L desire to refer to a
personal matter, to certain transactions
with the Lands Department in which I
am concerned. I am loth te bring the
subject forward at all, but the flippant
manner in which the Premier has referred
to it and to the injury which has been
done the State renders it necessary that a
proper statement of the facts should be
laid before the House, and that certain
strictures should be passed on the
Adminijstration which allows such lopse
things to be done. The facts are these.

+ Up to about 1891 & huge area of land
. wag beld in the Hucla division by a

I join with the mover and -

In dealing with the

purpose to touch at some lenglh on |

certain transactions which have taken
place in connection with puastoral lands.

Sinece I have had the honour of occu- |

pying a seat in this Chamber hardly
a session has Dbeen held but T have
egsayed to bring Fforward a wmotion
dealing with the Lands Departmnent,
more particolarly with its admninisira-
tion; but unfortunately I have not
received from hon. members privately
such promises of support as would induce
me to pursue the watter farther. 1
think, however, that I have now sufficient
evidence to put before the House to
enable me to prove, not only that the
administration of the Lands Departinent
is somewhat careless, but also that the
Grovernment thewnselves have gone out of

syndicate. Certain persons held nearly
fifty million acres of pastoral land in that
division. 1 need hardly say that they
made no use of their holding, although
they paid rent on it for several years.
As circumstances have turned outf, I
venture to say that the syndicate which
followed in_the footsieps of these persons
would have had a similar experience,
that its members would not have
derived a shilling profit from their
outlay. They have merely paid by way
of rent sowethiug like £1,600, of which
amount some £400 or £500 bLas been
returned as vepresenting a half-year's
rent. The circumstances in that part of
the country are such that it is only
reasonable to expect that those who
embark in the pastoral industry on the
tableland pnorth of Eucla will come to
grief. TIndeed, I may say that the syndi-
cate I refer to is, as a whole, pleased at
the turn things have taken. T am the
only memher of the syndicate with reason
to complain. I do not complain of the
refunding of the money, but I do com-
plain that I should have been singled
. out for such treatment as bhas never
i before been meted out, either in this

the way, in some instances, to do things ] State or in any other, toa person applying
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for pastorul lands lying waste and open
to selection. TIf the Government were
asleep as regards pastoral lands, if the

TCOUNCIL.]

Government, not knowing the value of .

those lands, iutended to bore oun themn for

water, and intended farther to invite the '

Federal Government to construct a rail-
way through them, then it was the
bounden duty of Ministers to make a
reserve of those lands and exclude them
from pastoral application. However, no
such thing was done; and I say it is
unfair, indeed I say it is scarcely honest,
that people should be allowed to pioneer
country like that, should be invited hy
advertisement to inspect it, and that then,
when they come to the Lands Office to
lodge their application and deposit their
money, they should be told “No; you
cannot have the land.”  The position, I
maingain, is just the same as that of a
prospector taking up new gold-beaving
country. Neither the Premier nor the
Minister for Lands would dars to refuse
the prospector’s application for a lease
simply beeause the land in question was
of mare value to the State than were
other lands held under gold-miving lease.
This country has known hundreds of
instances where rich patches of gold bave
hevn found by prospectors, who have
enjoyed the benefit of their discoveries;
and I say it should be the sume
with the pastoralist who discovers
new launds, or who proposes to take
up surrendered lands which are offered

by the Government for eccupation. The
Government are keeping these four

million acres of land as a nursery for
rabbits. That is exactly what it is to-
day, and so powerful have the rabbits
become that & large number of pastoral-
ists have forfeited their runs during the
pust 12 months since the Premier Downs
Syndicate applied for the lund.
10 less than 16 Llocks have been forfeited
during this fime. Last Junuary lots were
forfeited there, and we have the evidence
of Messrs. Kennedy and Magill, or one
member of the firm, who says they sold
vut after 13 years, and were giad to get
away to escape the rubbits. The Govern.
ment tried to sell some of the forfeited
leases after refusing the Premier Downs
Syndicate in November last year. By
the way, the Government kept the money
belonging to this syaudicate from July to

I think |

November, and at the end of November !

Second day.

refused the application.  W. find now
that the Grovernment are offering for sale
by auction in Perth forfeited leases,
pastoral land similar in every respect to
that in this vicinily but in a better posi-
tion, with the result that not a bid has
been received for them. The Premier,
in the majesty of his position and having
no particularly kind feeling towards
myself, sees it to refuse my application.
and now wishes to brand me before the
State as the biggest * monopolist™ in
Western Austraha. He referred to me
in these terms, in an interview with a
veporter of the West Australion. He has
referred to * monopolists ” in the Town
Hall in Perth, and he has been trotting
out this term with a certain personal
animus to myself.

Tae Coroniar SecrerarY: Is the
hon, member in order in asing that term ?

Hon. W. MALEY : I thiok I cansghow
that I am in order when I draw attention
to the wayv the Premier has treated other
people who huve applied for pastoral
lands.

Tue Peesipext: The Colonial Secre-
tary referred to the term “ personal ani-
mus,” which seems rather a strong term.

Hon. W. MALEY: T wish tu passa
remark or two in reference to that inter-
view. The Premier said that early in
last November (in 1902) he becamne aware
that large areas of land had been applied
for. As soon as he became aware of the
upplications, they were referred to Cabinet
and at once emphatically refused.  That
sonnde all very well by itself; but when
we come to the minute written by Dr.
Jameson, which was laid on the table of
the House, dated the 29th of September,
nearly two months previously, we find
that the applications were referred to
Cabinet and refused before the 29th of
September—two months before the date
given by the Premicr. Then there is
anuvther stutement given by the Premier
that Mr. Maley used his position in the
Legislative Council to ask a series of
questions, and then he moved the motion
that all the papers be laid on the table of
the House. I find Hansard also contra-
dicts the Premier, and it members will
turn up Hansard, page 2532, vol, XXTT,
they will find that il wus another ember
of the House who moved that the papers
be laid on the table. 1 rvefer to Dr.
Jameson's minute again, dated 28th of
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September.  He savs: = 'J.'his matter
cannot be setiled in a hurry.” They had
the applications tn July. Notwithstand-

ing anything the Premier may say, and
he has said something to the contrary,
the Government were provided with the
plans because the syndicate employed a
licensed surveyor, and lodged the yplans
with the application in July. The other
applications to which T shall refer luter
were only lodged three days hefore those
of the Premier Downs Syndicate. But
thev were dealt with immediately, notwith-
standing that there was some overlapping,
and the matter had to receive special
treatment ; but the applications were
approved in the following month of
Angust. Then again the Premier stated
that the Government were ut their own
expense testing the water capabilities of
the country at the time he first became
aware of the application. Now as the
applications were put in in July, before
the boring party left Perth, I do not
need to flatly contradict the Premier and
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to select the fittest applicant.  Four
of these gentlemen were selected as
the fittest; and I am sorry for the
Government. aud the couuntry that this
proved to bLe such a bad selection.
Having paid £250 for a half-yeur’s rent
for t.his million acres of land, the pro-
woters proceeded to finance their cold-
storage scheme, which was, I think, first
propounded by, or at all events heard of
by me in this House from, the Hon. Dr.
Jawmeson. On tne 10th January, 1903,
five months after the promoters got the
land, they registered a company called
“ The North-West Australian Land and
Cold Storage Company, Limited.” Though
North-West Austraha is in Western
Australia, T think few hon. members
have ever befors heard of this company.
The signatories to its articles of associn-
tion are the pevple who applied mn
Perth for the land; but the company
was not registered in Perth, as a bona

- fide undertaking supported by the Govern-

use an unparlismentury expression, as

the Colmial Secretary, who is watching
so closely, would cull me to order for so
doing. I think I have given members
sufficient particulars of the matter with
which I was connected myself, and I pro-
cegd now to deal with another question
referring to other persons who applied
for land in that territory described by
the late Minister for Lands (Dr. Jame-
son} a8 the * Great Northern country,”
and which was reported on by Dr
MeCrosstand.  Speaking ou the 24th of
July, Dr. Jameson referred to the opening
up of harbours and the establishwent
of cold storage, and a fortnight later
four persons, named Smith, Gunter,
Roscoe Parker, and TPFrank Johnson,
applied for land. These names must all
Dbe famibliar to members of the House,
becouse the porsons seem to have re-

ment should be: “it was rvegistered, not
in England but in Guernsey. Having
registered this company in Guernsey and

" s0 concealed all tracks, the promoters

ceived special treatment at the hands of

the Government. EBach of these gentle-
men applied for a block of land; I think
I am correct in saying their blagks over-
lapped those of other people, and each of
these applicants had granted to him

proceeded to trade off their property.
But I must first tell the House that
I have read the company’s articles of
assoclation, which are of tremendous
length ; and they conclude with a few
words stating that one ¢f the objects
is **particularly the purchase of lani in
the Kimberle}' District of Western Aus-
tralia.” The ouly properties of the com.-
pany were the leases numbered as follow:
387/98, 388/98, 389/98, and 390/98.
Then a day or two afterwards they pro-
ceeded to register their company in
London, and subsequently, early in the
vear. they sold the land for the sum of
£50,000. Now the Government are dis-
eriminating, and the Premier likes to
snap his fingers at Parlisment ; bhe likes
to select upplicants, and refuses the
applications of local people who will go

" out into the wilds where men have heen

250,000 avres of some of the finest ground .

in the vicinity of Napier Broome Bay.
There is a board which afferts to pro-
tect the State, and to select the apphi-
cante when more than one person
applies for land. This board is supposed

before and failed—the applications of
men who have the pluck to embark on
such an enterprise, and who have the
money available to put into it. The
Premnier rejects such wpplicants, and 1then
lets four men come in with apparently not
sixpence amony them, and take a million
acres of some of the finest land in Aus-
tralia, with a 40-inch rainfall and rivers
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of running water-—men who, having paid
the Government £250 for this property,
float it off for £50,000. I do not blame
the promoters for wmaking money out of
the Government, but that part of the
Kimberley country is valuable. Mem-
bers will recollect a resolution passed last
session in this House, snggesting that the
attention of the Imperial Government be
drawn to the advisableness of breeding
their remounts in the Kimberley distriet.
That was on the 18th February, 1902.
The Government then proclaimed a re-
gerve of a million acres on the shore
of Napier Broome Bay. On the 4th
December, 1902, I asked in this House
whether the Government intended adver-
tising this property. I noticed that the
Brockman country, in Kimberley, had not
been advertised in any newspapers either
here or in the Eastern States. From the
unswers to my questions I discovered that
this great patrimony of Western Aus-
tralia, this wagnificent country with its
heavy rainfall and its running water, was
dealt with just like the Euela country—
left open to be taken up by anyboedy who
could get information as to its value. I
say no Government in Australia ever had
a better chance to make a name for itself
than had this Government in dealing with
that country in the Kimberley district.

Tre CoLowial SEcRETARY: A report
was published.

Hon. W. MALEY : The answers to

my questions can be seen in Hansard, to
the effect that the report and the Gazelie
notice were the only advertisements pub-
lished Ly the Government.

Txe CoLoniaL SECRETARY : The veport
was a pretty fair adverti-ement.

Hox. W. MALEY : Yes; to those who
saw it.

TreCoLoNIAY SECRETARY: [tappeared
in the Press.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: The Govern- .

ment ought, to be ashamed of themselves
for not advertising more in the Press.

Hox, W. MALEY : There may be some .
humour in this to Dr, Hackett.

Hon, J. W, Hackerr: No humour to
me. I am one of the victims.

Hon. W. MALEY : Perhaps von do
not perceive it so distinctly as T do.

Twe CoronNial Secrrrary: T wwst
confess I do not.

Hoxn. W, MATEY : Certainly the Gov.

ernment advertised Lhe reserve; and in |
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" 80 doing I think they were wise.

Second day.

But
what arrangements did the Government
make with regard to the minimum area
which they allotted? According to our
Act, the minimum aren for a pastoral
lease in Kimberley is, in certain eircum-
stances, 20,000 acres, and in others
50,000. But here we have a reserve
thrown open and a minimum area fixed
at 250,000 acres! 1If that be intended to
allow the *“small man” to come in, and
to exclude the monopolist, the plan
adopted is most novel. It is very well
for the Premier and the Government to
pose before the country as apponents of
monopolies.  But in this inslance, at
any rate, the Government have favoured
monopoly by making the minimum in
this reserve 250,000 ucres, in spite of the
wish of Parliament as shown in our Acts.
I cannot say positively, but have been
informed on fair authority, that the samne
syndicate secured a portivn of that
reserve also, and to all appearauce the
Government went out of their way to
assist. these monopolists to geta *“ cut in.”
Then we have u third batch of appliva-
tions received for the Kimberley conntry.
In respect of these there was no rveserve;
but there again the Government increased
the minimuem to 80,000 acres, again
strengthening the position of the mono-
polist, again excluding the * small man.”
We find that of this reserve one firm,
Messrs. Copley & Co., secured 1,387,000
acres ; and now those in possession of the
blocks are, I believe, urging the Govern-
ment to provide cold storage. In my
opinion, it would have been far better
had the Government disposed of that
eountry in such a manner that the
mouopolists securing those big estates
should also provide their own cold
storage, and not seck to get from the
public purse the means of running their
business. after obtaining those huge gifts
of land which are worth £50,000 for o
million acres.

Tae CoLorrar, SECRETARY: We cau-
not prevent people from seeking to do
things of that sort.

Hox, W. MALEY: No; but I trust
the Government will not encourage them.
I do not know how many members take
the sune view us [; but T consider that
in the administration of these big nreus

» this country hus snstained a great and

inciteulable loss.  Tu policing that district
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and doing vecessary public works thevein, '
practically the same expense must be
incurred as if people of moderate meuns
owned the property, with no compensating
advantage in the fact that the property,
instead of being owned by the State, is
in the hands of English investors. 1
now come to another item in the Speech
~—the Collie-Narrogin Railway. I believe
that is the term a former Minister of
Lands applied to this railway from Collie
through Narrogin to the goldtields. I
notice in the Speech that it is to run from
Collie to a point on the Great Southern
Railway. [ hope that point will be fixed |
to the satisfaction of the settlers along
the line. The broad-gauge vailway from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie does not appear
to me to be needed at the present time;
but probably it will come within the
sphere of practical politics during the
construction of the Transcontinental
Railway, which may commence in 2 few
years, Now I come to the civil service,
and the method of dealing with officials.
I have ascertained that ome officer had
hiz service dispensed with, and received
a pension of £50 or £60 a year. He
enjoyed this pension for a very short
period, when he was called on to resume
service at a place called Broowe, in the
North-West ; and I understand that the
Government, after practically tarning
him out of the service and bringing
him back again, have now compensated
him by paying him a lump sum. As
another instance, a clerk of courts was
disrated, after about nine years' service.
His salary was reduced by some £50 to
£100 per annum ; yet he has now been
selected to fill the vacancy at Broome at
£200 a year and £60 allowances. I do
not think anyone found fault with that
officer's work when he was clerk of
courts; and it seems hard that a
married man with a family should be
reduced to £100 a year, when the fact
that be was worth more iz proved by the
Government faking him back into the
servive, and giving him £200 a year and
£60 allowances. These instances have
come under my notice without my going
out of my way to seek them; and if they are
samples of the method in which our civil
servants are treated, we ueed not. wonder !
that the service is not more efficient; in -
fact, as regards the railway service par- |
ticularly, I wonder that it is as efficient |
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as we now find it. Members wmust
acknowledge that if civil servants do not
lnow from ooe day to another what to
expect, there is no security for them as
regards either their positions or their
pay.

Hon. J. E. RICHARDSON (North) :
I desire to make a few remarks. I will
not detain the House very long. With
reference to the paragraph stating that
His Majesty has been pleased to appoint
Sir Frederick Bedford as Governor to
ihis State, I think the State is to be con-
gratulated on that appointment, I also
have to congratulate the Colonial Secre-
tary on his appointment as leader of this
House. He was previously the member
for Pilbarra, and I hope that if anythiog
comes before this House relating to the
needs of that district he will not furget
those requirements.

Hon. J. W. Hackprr:
serted them now, youn know.

Hon. J. E. RICHARDSON : Repard-
ing the paragraph us tu the Civil Service
Commission, I have read reports by that
Commission, and in my opinion a great
many of its recommendations are im-
practicable. I do nobt think they will
suit the circumstances of this State, espe-
cially in the outlying districts and the
Northern parts. 1 notice that the
Aunditor General says that it cost nearly
£6,000. In my opinion that is an
unnecessary expenditure, for the good
the Commission will do. T agree with
the mover of the Address-in-reply, the
Hon., Mr. Briggs. that the eve of a
general election of another Flouse and of
part of this House is not the time to
deal with the Constitution. The next
Parliament ought to be the one to make
any reforins that are considered necessary.
Paragraphs 13 to 16 are in my opinion
important parts of this Speech. Para-
graph 15 says: “To meet the increasing
needs of the State, further public works
are necessary to.open up additional areas
to population and development,” and the
next paragraph says: “Developments at
Laverton justify the extension to that
town of the railway now being built to
Morgans.” Whilst I was thinking over
these remarks it strock me that there
was another distriel badly in want of a
railway, but I am sorry to say there
is no meotion of anything being done
there. I allade to the railway from Port

He has de-
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Hedland to Marble Bar, That also would
open up additional areas to population
and development. I also think that if
that were put in hand it would absorb a
lot. of the unemployed, not only in work
on the railway, but by induocing a namber
to go out prospecting, I myself think
that district will turn out as great a
gold-producing part of the State as any
we have, and that if it had ounly been
situated somewhere mnear the Eastern
Guldfields it would have had a railway
long ago, but it is so far away from the
centre of civilisation that its wants and
cupabilities pass unheeded. Mr. Briggs
made mention of the Northern parts of
the district. I have to thank him for
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his kindly reference to them, and I regret

with him that there was no mention
made of the great pastoral industries in
the North. I allude to the Gascoyne
and the North-West and far North.
Befors gold was discovered those dis-
tricts were the mainstay of Western
Australia, but gold bhaving come in now,
and also the pearling industry, those
places have passed oat of notice alto-
gether. The hon. member may be con-
gidered a disinterested person, and his
remarks should, I think, carry some
weight. If more members would take a
disinterested, broad view of the require-
ments of the different districts, the State
would, in my opinion, be Detter off. I
will not detain the house farther. I
support the motion.

How. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
The mover and seconder of the Address
have fullv gone into the Governor's
Speech, and 1 am muoch in agreement
with what has been said. Certainly I
am with the speakers in their aupproval
of the Speech in general. as well as some
of the ohjectionsthey havetaken to certain
items in the bill of fare which has been
placed befure us. I wonld echo the
sentiment which has fallen from every
member who has spoken with reference
to the arrival of His Hxcellency the
Governor in our midst. T trust that
the stay here of His Excellency and
his fawily will be a happy one, and
that we shall have couse to speak of
him in the svme terms as thos- in which
we spuke of the late Governor, Sir Arthur
Lawley. T am also very pleased to see
the Honourable W. Kingsmill in this
House.  Considering his expericnce in

|
)

Second day.

another place and the general knowledge
he has had of the busiuess of the country,
I may expect, and I hope my expecta-
tions will be realised, that he will place
before this House the business of the
(Government in such a manner as will
secure the approval of members gener-
ally. We shall probably differ on many
points, but at the saume time T think we
have the right to expect that the business
of the country shall be placed before the
representatives of the people in the best
possible wanuer. I think we may safely
assume it will be so, and 1 am sure that
although members may like to pass
remarks sometimes upon the representa-
tive of the Government in this Honse,
he will be altogether better pleased if the
bosiness is transacted in a buosiness-like
way. This is almost the first time, I
way say the first time, in which a Speech
from the Governor hag dealt with matters
outside our local business and require-
ments. One of the earliest paragrapbs
refers to a departure which has appar-
ently bren attempted in the old country
regarding its relationghip with the self-
governing colonies of the Empire on the
fiscal question. T quite ugree with Mr.
Briggs that this is a matter upon which
we specially need to be careful Lefore
expressing ourselves either for or against.
I myself think there is a great deal in it.
I have always been in favour of giving
special privileges to the old country. 1
think we huve a right to do so, but what
form it shall assume I am not prepared to
say at the present time. That it is receiv-
ing the general approval and sanctim of
the community I am inclived to doubt,
althouzh it is said here that it is very pro-
nounced. There have been a few letters
it the newspapers, and a few utterances
have been given, one of them in one of
the other States being very indisereet, I
refer to the utterances of a member of
the Federal Parliament, who ventured to
telegraph bome to England, and who, 1
think, received very comsiderable raps
over the knuckles for his hastiness in
sending that telegram. I Delieve the
matter requires to be cousidered from
every point of view, and although it may
perhaps uppear at the present time to be
to our advantage to support the Secretary
of Siate for the Colonics in the en-
deavonrs he is making, vet I think that
farther covsideration is wmost serivusly
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needed, and that we shall vequire al} the »
discusgsion we can get in the public Press
of the State and by wembers of the Legis-
latures of the different colonies before we
come to the conclusion that the proposals
of the Secretary of State will be for the !
well-being of the Empire at large. Al-
though these States are self-governing,
they are bound up in the destinies of the
Empire and its advancement, und there- |
fore the more reason is there why we
should carefully consider such a step as
this which is proposed to be taken, and
which is, in some respects at any rate,
against the traditions of the old country
for the last 60 years. With rvegard to
the clause which deals with the Trans-
continental Railway, I must confess T am
nol quite so optimistic as the expressions
in the Speech would lead one to believe
the Government are with regard to the
early inception of that line. However,
I am in perfect accord with the proposal
that the gauge should be widened be-
tween Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, even
apart from the fact that we secure a
transcontinental line, 1 think itis a very
important business, and I cannot con-
sider we sball be in any degree federated
as we ought to be until such time as we
have that overland communication with
the Bastern States of the Commonwealth.
I regret that some of my friends were so
anxious to bave Federation, and that
they pushed it on and did not take the
securities which reasonable men would
take in the tramsaction of their own
private business in order to insure some
possible good in the future. Possibly
the friends to whom I allude would not
have been able to stop Federation. 1 do
not think they would.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: They did the
best they could for this country.

Hon. G. RANDELL: I think, how-
ever, that thev might have had a little
stronger backbone. It is too late now to
say so, and T do not think we can retrace
our steps, but it would have been better
for this State, I think—judging from the
reports we get from time to fime of the
domngs of the present Federal Ministry
and the Parliament of the Common-
wealth—to have waited a litt)le while and
so0 have secured our own terms. Arising
out of this, [ counsel the Government of
this State, whoever may be in power, to
he very watchful—-T have uttered that

[2) JuLy, 1903.]
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sentiment before, and I do so again—to
be very watchful over the action of the
Federal Government, cspecially with the
present. Federal Government, in whom, I
nray say, I have not the slightest confi-
dence, with the exception of one or two
members, because I consider thev are
the control of a body
of mer whose selfish interests pre-
dominate, and who are not locking
to the well-being of the Common-
wealth at large, but to the advancement
of their own class in the community.
They ignore the fact that they are dealing
with a much larger unmber of persons,
who are as deeply interested in the wel-
fare of the Commonwealth as they are,
and who regard that welfare from a
broader, higher, and nobler point of view.
However, the Government, to my mind,
do quite right in takiog every possible
opportunity of pashing the watter to the
front and demanding it as a right. If
any of the other States stand in the way,
there is all the more need for areater,
more urgent, and more earnest effort to
obtain that to which, in my opinion, we
have a right. T apn not sure that the
attitude of the Federal Parliament and
the Federal Government is of such a
gratifving nature as represented by one
of the paragraphs of the Speech. 8o far
a8 I have been able to ascertain the views
of the Prime Minister, if he have any
views on this question they are very
vague. I saw the other day, in a news.-
paper, the statement. that for the first time
since the assembling of Parliament the
Prime Minister had spoken out in such »
manner that he could be understood by
those who Leard him. I thought the fact .
of soch a statement appearing in a
newspaper eirculating here as well as in
other States was a severe condemnation
of and a striking comment on the attitude
which the Federal Government have
taken on this question, or rather, I
should say, they have not taken, because
T have seen no definite prumise. Federal
Ministers shelter themselves behind the
plea that until the States pass legislation,
ngthing can be done by the Federal
authorities. A word of sympathy would
he moast encouraging to those who are
fighting a baitle as we are fighting it in
this State. I trust that the Federal
Ministers may see the ervor of thewr
ways before it s too late and they
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that the Government, oun the assembling
of Parliament, are able to announce
the fact that the Coolgardic Water
Scheme bas been completed-—completed,
that is, so far as regards taking the
water to the Kalgoorlie goldfields,
The reticulation, of course, is not yet
completed. The main work, however,
15 a great one, and has entailed huge
expenditure on the State. It is, there-

[COUNCIL.)

I am glad to note

fore, one which ought to have been

pusbed on; and I am indeed pleased to
give credit to the present (Fovernment
for the manner in which they have pushed
the work forward to completion. One
can but express the hope tIljna.t the water

will prove a boon to the inhabitants of |
the Kalgoorlie goldfields and to the ;

owners of mines in those localities, and
that as a result we shall see the gold
output increasing by leaps and bounds in
the near future. From the Statistical

Abstract 1 find that in 1302 there was

sent to the Mint a quantity of gold equal
to four and three-quarter million ounces.
The record is splendid indeed; it is
considerably in advance of the figures of
the previous year, thiee million ounces,
and represents an enormous increase on
the records of the two or three years
previous to that. The figures give us
confidence that the ountput of gold will
continue to increase, and, therefore, that
the prosperity of the State will increase
also, Mr. Richardson spoke of encourag-
ing the agricultural and pastoral indus-
tries, and I certainly bold it to be the
duty of the Government of this State, or
of any other State which hopes to he
progressive and to grow in population
"and in resources, to assist its industries
in every possible way, without, however,
sapping the independence and self-
reliance of those embarked on them. The
Government, in my opiunion, should assist
not ouly the agricultural and pastoral
interests and the gold-mming industry,
but also manufactures and other branches
of commerce ; for each and every one in
ity particular sphere contributes to the
advancement of the State and to the
good of the community at large by
opening uwp aveanues for employment
and s0 for increase of population.
I consider the vecent growth of popu-
lation in this State highly satisfactory.
An augmentation of sgomething like

Second day.

15,000 represents a large percentage,
seeing that our total numbers now
amount to approximately 225,000,  The
izcrease is a considerable one, even in
comparison with that obtaining in New
South Wales.  Victoria, I believe, bas
lost population to the extent of some five
or six thousand during the course of the
year; I am not sure that South Aus-
tralia has gained; Queensland probably
has. - At all events, these are statements
of fact which will help to give heart to
those whose interests are bound up with
the interests of Western Australia; and
I feel sure that the interests of every
member of this House are bound up
with the progress and advancement of
the land in which we live. T trust that
our meeling on this occasion may result
in the adoption of such measures as will
be for the more rapid advancement, if
possible, of the State, as regards legis-
lative emactments. Mr. Ricbardson
made certain remarks with respect to the
Royal Commission on the Public Service, ~
I desire to say that I shall be pleased to
see the end of that commission. Tts
members have been at work for a long
time, and their labours are costing the
country a considerable sum. One ean

. only hope—though such a result is not
' apparent yet—that their labours may

eventually bring about considerable
economies. However, that the com-
mission should be so long-drawn-out is
somewhat trying to the patience of hon.
members and of the public generally. I
am pleased to see that the Government
express a belief that the commission will
soon have completed its work. No doubt
the hint will be taken as a command.

Hon, J. W, WrieaT : The commission
will last another six months yet.

How. G. RANDELL: The general
election which is at hand does not make
much difference to this House; but
nevertheless, 1 shall humbly express the
hope that no such measure dealing with the
Constitution as was introduced last year
will be brought into this Chamber during
the present session. If it should be so,
then, without prejudging the question, T
think my vote will be cast in opposition.
I trust the Government will be better
advised, if they do hring in such a
measure during this session. I do not see
the necessity for the measure. I quite
agree with the expression of opinion
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which fell from Mr. Brigga. To my
mind, no reason exists for interfering
with the Constitution at present. I have
expresged myself in this House as in
favour of a reduction in the number of
members, but in view of the compara-
tively rapid increase of our population,
and in view of the farther civcumstance
that although some of our Government
departients have been taken over by the
Federal Parliament, nevertheless measures
of great importance remain to be dealt
with by the State Parliament; and,
moreover, in view of the fact thatalarger
House commwands wmore weight than a
smuller House, I am not now in favour of
reduction of members. The expenditure
incurred by rveason of the increage in
membership, some six or eight, made a
little time ago—I believe it is not in-
tended by the Governwment to propose to
rednce the membership of this House
below 24 or 20—is of little account in
this connection. 1 may observe that I
consider a membership of 20 altogether
ipadequate for the safe and proper dis-
charge of the duties of a revising
Chamber. A House which is designed
to revise legislation emanating from
another place, and which nombers only
20 wmembers, would be altogether too
small to receive that consideration and
respect which one would like the Legisla-
tive Council to enjoy in the public esti-
mation. I observed that recently ex-
pression was given to a feeling that the
Legislative Council should be abolished,
but I hope that such a thing will not
occur. Neither do I hold with the view
that the Legislative Council and the
Legislative Assembly should sit together.
I consider that the functions of this
House are most inportant, and that its
character is to a large extent judicial.
Elected as it is on a franchise different
from that of the Legislative Assembly,
this House is able to deal in a more dis-
passionate manner and from a broader
outlook with all the questions which may
come before it, than another place is
able to do; generally speaking, at any
rate. I am pleased to learn that two or
three public works are enjoying the
attention of the Government. T am
heartily in accord with the continuation
of the nrailway from Morgans to
Laverton. TLe little knowledge T have
aained of that district from hearsay and

[21 Joy, 1903.]
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from official information which came
before me during my term of office leads
me to believe that we have in it a mag-
nificent country as regards gold produe-
tion, and that in the near neighbourhood
there is u farther tract of country which
also may in certain circumstances prove
of great use and help in the advancement
of the State generally. 'Therefore I am
quite in accord with the proposed exten-
gion. Again, I am pleased to ree that
tbe line from Woodmans Point is to be
extended towards—I should be much
better pleased if I could say to--the
South-Western Railway. I hold that in
the interests of Fremantle, and in those
of the timber industry as regards ship-
ping, the Woodnans Point line ought to
be extended to the South-Western Rail-
way. The timber industry is entitled to
the nearest access to the sea for the
shipment of its product. The full exten-
sion of the line will be helpful to the
town of Fremantle in other respects.
Farther, so faras I am able to gather,
the district of Jandakot, which I have
not visited for the last 52 yeavs, is
deserving of considerution, I was in
that country nearly 58 years ago. I may
mention that on the 20th day of this
month T shall have been in Western
Australia 53 years. Oune of the first
visits T paid on my arrival here was to
Bibra Take. I hold that the Govern-
ment, having declared an agricultural
area in that neighbourhood and having
gold land to a considerable number of
people who have been encouraged to
settle there, ought to do the best pos-
gible for the district, and to encourage
the people in their enterprise, so that
these may enlarge the scope of their
operations, I shall, therefore, be most
willing to support the extension of
the line from Woodmans Point to
Armadale. That, I think, is the diree-
tion which the railway should take;
and wmy vote will, I am surve, be cast in
favour of such a proposal, unless some
element utterly different from those now
before me is brought to wmy attention.
This carries me to another point, on
which I am sorry to see the Government
waver. I have been pleased to know that
from the first the present Government
have set their minds determinedly against
borrowing. T think it would be most
unfortunate to go to the Tondon money
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market for a loan at present.
be necessary to approach that wmarket
in order to secure the amount needed
to complete works which have been
authorised; but I trust that the Gov-
ernment will pause, and that Parlia-
ment. will pause, before again emabarking
on a borrowing and spending policy for
the purpose of new works. In my
opinion, the Btate has had enough of
that policy, and the day of reckoning
will come. However long we may put it
from us by fresh bhorrowings, the day
must come. Although we have a sinking
fund, for which I blelieve Mr. Loton
fought strenuously in another place, yet
to mwy mind we ought not to heap up

[COUNCIL.]

It may ¢

debt on this country and so in a large -
measure hinder its eventiial progress,

although providing, it way be, for the
time being empleyment for persons who
will rush to Western Australia from the
other States and from varions parts of
the world. I do not think we are called
on to borrow and spend money for the sake
of finding emplovment for such people.
L trust the Government will seriously
consider the position before embarking
agaio on o loan policy. I am quite sure
we can carry out a great many works
from our ordinary revenue. Although
we have a huge revenue now, I do not
belteve there is anyone in the country
who feels the pressure of taxation, If
most of the works are paid for at the
time they are carried out, and there is
nothing remaining behind to be liquidated
at some fuature date, that is the best
thing for the country. I have always
advecated the policy both here and m
another place, when Sir John Forrest was
the Premier of this country, that all

Second day.

Hoxn. J. W. Hackerr: You have
brought in some big loans yourself, in
this House.

Hon, G. RANDELL: Yes; and I have
regretted it. The leader of the House
will bear me out when I say that when
one takes office he is not quite his own
master. You have to give and take, and
you have to take if you get an oppor-
tunity of taking, but sometimes the
Premier does not give you that oppor-
tunity. I am afraid I did introduce
some measures in which I was not par-
ticularly interested, and of which I should
not have approved if I had beon o private
member. [How. J. W. Hackerr: Oh,
c¢h!] T am bound to confess that. I
believe every Minister has done the same
thing. I have stated the general priuciple
on which I have gone. I donoisay there
are exceptions. For instance, the railway
te Kalgoorlie was an exeeption. That
work was perfectly justified from loan,
but having arrived at the position we are
now in, and having the enormous gold
yield, also finding the agricultural and
pastoral indusiries are in such a flourish-
g condition, T think we can :eriously
consider our position and refrain from
going to 1the loan market. I think I have
said enough on this subject. 1 am quite

© in accord with the proposal for & water

buildings of every kind and description |

should be constructed vut of revenue.
It is not, safe, in fact I think it utterly
unsafe, to construct public buildings
which are not of a reproductive character,
out of loan moneys. It is justifiable
under certain circumstances to give com-
munication to help to develop the
country, but at the present time if we
are able to construct works out of the
resources of the country without going to
the British market, we shounld do it.
And, for the credit of the country, and to
prevent reeeiving a vebuff, it is better to
avord as long as we possibly can,
embarking on a loan policy aguin.

supply for the city of Perth, and for
water supplies for various towns when
they may be needed and are urgent. I
am not prepared at the present time to
say that we want an expensive sanitary
system established. If an inexpensive
system, such as the septic system, can
be adopied, it may be wise to carry it
out. If the laws relating to health are
carried out in their entirety, not oppres-
sively, as T am a little afraid the Central
Board of Health are inclined to do from
what I read in the Press—1 hope the
board will mete out to every individual
what is right, and keep the local boards
of health up to their work and carry out the
work which they are appointed to do—we
have all that is necessary. The laws which
we have ure of a very stringent nature,
and with the organisations established
under the law we oupght to have a good
deal of health in the country without
going to the enormous expenditure of an
underground dminage system. I the
underground system is to take the refuse
into the sea, it is a waste of money and
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of a nsefu!l product. T need searcely say
that anything with reference to education
has my most bearty sympathy. Until the
details are placed before us we do noi
kmow how far the Government intend to
go in regard to secondary education ; but
I am decidedly in favour of having a
University established at the earliest
possible date, and in the direction urged
by Dr. Hackett—technical, scientific, and
useful subjects being taught rather than
classics and so forth. T trust the sub-
jeet will be thought out carefully, and we
shall establish here a system of education
starfing from the primary schools,
which deserve consideration at the hands
of members, and going right to the Uni-
versity : thus I think we shall be able to
equip the young persons of the country
for their future duties, whatever rank
or calling they may have to enter onlater
on. It is absclutely necessary that, we
should educate our young people. The
great necessity of the present age is to
keep pace with other nations, therefore it
is right that our young people should be
trained with a knowledge of all that is

[21 Jury, 1908.]

likely to be wseful, and that they should .

be made acquainted with technical know-
ledge which is vecessary in any country.
I am glad to see this is engaging the
attention of the Government, and as we
have the Minister for Education in this
House, and as I believe he is a university
man we may reasonably assume that he is
taking a deep interest in this matter, and
will be able to place before us from time
to time his views on this very important
subject. With reference to the promised
legislation, I would like to whisper ia the
ear of the Government my opinion that
we have almost legislative evactments
enongh, and I hope the Government will
be careful what they add to the statute
book.

Tae CoLoNIAL SECHRETARY:
a lot to be wiped off, this time.

Hor. G. RANDELL: I believe in
consolidation, but after the experience we
have had and the mistakes made in the
Crimival Code, we must be careful in the
consolidation of Acts, especially when
new provisions are inserted which may
prejudicially affect the useful legislation
of the past. T hope the Government
will be advised to do as little in the way
of legislation as they possibly can. T
am quite opposed to a Factories Act. The

There is

Second duy. 29

time has not come when such a measure
is necessary, and I am glad the Govern-
ment have separated the Early Closing
Bill from the Factories Bill. The Early
Closing Bill, as far as I bave been able
to read it, I am fuirly well pleased with.
There are one or two provisions in it
which I shall take an opportunity, when
the time comes, of speaking in opposition
to, especvially the lengthening of the
hours to 12 o'clock at night. I can
hurdly see the necéssitv for that. The
other Bills, us far as they are indicated
in the Speech, are measures which are
needful and helpful to the advancement
of the country. I bave much pleasurein
saying that generally I agree with the
Speech which has been placed before
members in this House, and T feel quite
sure the Colonial Secretary will receive
that consideration which has always been
extended in this House to the leader of
the Government in carrying on the
business in this chawmber.

How. 8. J. HAYNES (South-East) :
I join with the mover and seconder and
with other speakers in the kindly words
of welcome to His Exceliency Sir Fred-
erick Bedford, and alse in cougratulating
Mr. Kingsmill on his appomntinent as
leader of this House. Generally, I am
in accord with the Speech as delivered
by His Exvellency, and T am sure itis a
matter for congratulation to know thut
the main sources of industry and wealth,
the mining, the agricultural, and pastoral
indwstries, nre in a satisfactory state.
The Address says thut the State is in a
bigh state of prosperity, and it is also
sitisfactory to know that our finances
are in their present good state, and that
we shall wind up the financial year with
a comsiderable surplus. T um in accord
with what has falien from Mr, Randell in
regard to the Transeoutinental Railway,
but it will be some time before we see the
undertaking wn accomplished fact.  Un-
less Soulh Ausiralia is satisfied that its
commercial interests are not affected, we
shall have opposition shown in that
quarter, but 1 think South Australia will
ultimately take @ broad view of the
matter and pass a Bill, with qualifica-
tions that will be accepted. The great
opposition te o Bill for the construction
of this railway will be from the people in
the Eastern States. Though the States
generally will be in entire sympathy with
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this State in wishing the railway made,
they will, T think, he influenced by the
fact that there is not any great prospect
in the near future of the line paying.  In
nearly all the States and at home the
leaders and those holding capital will be
very watchful of our expenditure, and
unless 16 is clearly shown that the expen-
diture is on profitable works, there will be
considerable opposition in the Common-
wealth Parliament, and this great work
will be postponed for « considerable time.
I think it well that the proposed altera-
tion of the railway gauge between Perth
and Kalgoorlie should be wmentioned in
the Speech, for this shows at all events
that Western Australia is prepared to do
its share in carrying out the Transcon-
tinental Railway; and although it has
been suggested in the Press that the
Transcontinental Railway might be built
on the narrow gange, that to my wind is
absolutely absurd, for to muke the line
attractive one of the chief requisites is
gpeed, and without the broad gauge we
cannot get speed combined with safety.
T trust that the labours of the Royal
Commission on the Public Service, which
have extended over so long a period, will
be fraught with benefit to the State; but
I have grave doubts whether much good
will result from their report, and the
expense of the Commission will be heavy
before their labours are concluded. As
to constitutional and electoral reform, I
am in entire accord with what has fullen
from Mr, Randell. No doubt anomalies
in- representation do at present exist,
Bome electorates have very few electors
ag compared with others, butI think such
anemalies will ever occur in this State,
and should oceur. The pastoral interests
in the North are highly important, though
they do not carry with them a large
population. ITwmprovements may be made
in the distribution of seats: at the same
time these unomalies should exist for the
good of the State. Residents in the popo-
lous goldfields centres say that their
representatives are few in the extreme
in proportiun to population.
in prepertien to population their repre-
sentation doeg seem uunreasonable; bt
it seems to e that the mining mterests
have a helper und representative in every
member of the Legislature. I do not
think there is one member in this or in

[COUNCIT.]
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when the exigency arrives to vote liberally
in the interests of our great gold-mining
industry. At all events, when the Elec-
toral Bill comes bLefore the House, I
trust it will be more aceeptuble thaun the
Bill of last session. When that Bill was
thrown out by this House, every member
felt perfectly certain that the vote of the
House was but a reflection of public
opinion ; and we know well that although
a few persons grumbled at our action,
none of the leading newspapers of
the State condemmned it, nor were any
meetings convened for that purpose. I
therefore trust that the new Bill will be

. one which this House can reasonably

My reply is, -

|

accept. At the same time, I am against
continually tinkering with our Constitu-
tion Act; and considering how the State
is progressing and how the population
of certain districts fluctuates, I doubt
whether it will not be as well to leave the
constituencies as they are. Howerver,
when the Bill is brought in, I am sure
my fellow members will give it earnest
consideration. If I think it an improve-
ment on exisling conditions, T as a
conscientious man shall certainly vote
for it; but if mnot, I shall have no
hesitation in assisting to thiow it out.
As to the railways mentioned in the
Speech, I think tkeir construction ‘is
justified. From what I can learn of
Laverton, the railway to that place is
needed, and will have my support. As
to the railway from Collie to a point on
the Great Southern Railway, I think that
is justified in the interests of agriculture
and of the coal industry, provided the
point selected on the Great-Southern line
be satisfuctory. With respect to the
works mentioned at Fremantle and Bun-
bury, I feel that in the matter of a dock
the great harbour of the State—and I
wish it every success—has been quite
overlooked ; and though I have in the
past drawn attention to the large expen-
ditureon that harbour, T have nevertheless
admitted that it will never be complete
until the dock is an accomplished fact.
As to the improvements at the port of
Bunbury, I think every port in the State
should, with due regard to the publie
finances, be the subject of fair expendi-
ture. When the first Bill for the
improvement of that harbour was con-
sidered here, I, if I remember rightly,

the other House who is not prepared | supported it, at the same time expressing
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doubt as to whether the sum provided
would be sufficient to make the harbour
safe and commodions, Apparently, expen-
diture has not achieved what was
anticipated.  [The Covonian SEcRE-
Tary: It has.] I am glad to lear it.
I trust there will be a reasonable expen-
diture for the extension of that harbour,
considering the trade done there now and
the trade likely to bedone. Having due
regard to our finances, I will support any
expenditure for the improvement of any
harbour the trade of which is sufficient to
warrant the undertaking. I am pleased to
see in the Speech references to legisla-

[22 Jouy, 1903.]

tion on other important matters, such as |

hospitals, factories, public heulth, early
closing, and railways, and am farther
pleased that the promised Bills are not
numervus. I should prefer fewer Bills,
and those few threshed out thoroughly,
to the multiplicity of Bills we have had
in past sessions. I am in accord with
the views of the preceding speaker on the
Factories Bill. At the present time a
. Factories Act is premature. We have
not the factories; when we have them
will, I thiok, be the time to deal with
them. In conclusion, whatever Bills

come before us shall have my earuest |

consideration, and 1 trust during this
session to see Acts placed on the statute
book which will promote the welfare of
this great country. T have much
pleasure in supporting the motion, and
in agreeing generally with the Govern-
ment poliey, subject to the details of
promised legislation being to my satis-
faction.

On motion by How. T. F. O. Brimacs,
debate adjourned until the next sitting.

ADJOURNMENT,

On motion by the CoroNiar SecrE-
rarRY, the House adjourned at 615
o'clock until the next day.

Obituary, efe. 3
Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 22nd July, 1903,
o Paoe

Obituary, the Pope -
Questions: Poikon Lease Forfeiture ... - ]
Railway Sleeping Cars, Lighting ...
Sittiug Days and Hours ... ..
Committees for the Session ...
Return ordered ; Public Offices Rented
Bills: Prisons, first rending ...
Bread Bill, firat reading ... .
Noxious Weeds, first rending ...
Lunacy Act Amendment, first rendiog ...
Address.in-Reply, third dny of debate -
Supply Bill, all staes ..
Adjournment

uEBRERRRE

The Council met at 4-30 o’clock, p.m.

The CLERE announced that, owing to
illness, the President was unable to be
present; and, on wotion by the CoronraL
Secrerary, the Hon. H. Briggs took the
Chair as Acting President.

Pravers.

OBITUARY—THE POPE.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill}: T wish to make
a very few remarks upon a subject
regarding which most members will
agree with me, and express regret at the
removal by death of one of the most
preminent persons in the world. T allude
to the death of the head of the Roman
Catholic Church, the Pope. T feel sure
that whatever the shades of opinion in
men’s minds may be, we must all recog-
nise that in the loss which the Roman
Catholic Church bas sustained, the whole
world is also involved. We have lost an
intellectual gentleman whose inflaence
was always on the side of enlightenment
and progress; and I feel cevtain that while
those persons in the community who
perhaps came more directly into contact
with him through UDelonging to the
Roman Catholic faith, feel the loss more
keenly, still the whole world must feel
that luss also. I do not propose to make
any formal motion, but simply to place
upon record an expression of the regret
which must be felt throughout the
civilised world at the loss of such an
eminent citizen.

QUESTION—POISON LEASE
FORFEITURE.

Hox. W. MALEY asked the Colonial
Becretary : 1, The date on which Poison



